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‘Opening the Gate to Success’
Dear Parent/Carer,

Many thanks to parents and carers who have engaged with us to ask questions about the roll out of the 1:1 iPad scheme. This and future updates will, I hope, address your questions and concerns and enable you to feel fully informed about our use of 1:1 technology in Year 4. 

As you will be aware, we have been sending iPads home with children to demonstrate how they are seamlessly being used in school and joining up learning at home.  Hopefully, you will have seen this as a valuable insight into how the project will look in the future and the additional impact it can have on your child.  We have one group of children left to bring iPads home, they will be bringing them next week.  

Next Monday 5th October, sees the opening of the portal to allow you to sign up to the scheme.  The portal will be open for 2 weeks only, closing on Monday 19th October.  After this date there will be no option to sign up for the scheme, as it needs to run for the 30 months. This link will be sent out top you via text message. The finer details have now been made available to us and as a result we are now able to share these with you.

The term of the agreement is for 30 months.  This means that by the time children finish Year 6 the iPads will become your own property.  At this point you can either retain them or you can trade them in at a retailer e.g. Currys PC World, Music Magpie.

The cost of the scheme is £19.50 a month. The £19.50 per month payment contributes to the following – 
· Cost of the device (Brand new most up to date iPad)
· Case and screen protectors
· Logitek pen (to be kept in school)
· Insurance against theft and accidental damage. 
· Contribution toward management software 

This equates to less than £5.00 a week, less than a cup of coffee a day, less than a packet of cigarettes a week or even a few glasses of wine / beer.

If you have concerns about the cost of the scheme, please get in contact to see if we are able to help you find a resolution.  It is not our intention to disadvantage any of our families.

Please do catch me in the playground or email info@parkgate.coventry.sch.uk if you have any further questions and I will ensure that these questions are answered. It is important that we understand what you need to know about the project and what support you need to enable us to support you. We are fully committed to making this project work for your child in terms of enhancing his/her learning and for you as parents and carers in terms of the project’s impact on your family lives.

Please see the Frequently Asked Questions on the back of this letter for further information.

Many thanks for your continued support.


Mr. Ben Henley
Deputy Headteacher
Common/ Frequently Asked Questions 
The iPads children have been bringing home are slow.  Is this going to be the case?
No, we have used some of our older iPads to give you an idea of the additionality of your child having their own iPad in school and bringing it home.  The iPads on the scheme will be the most up to date iPads available.
Can children download games onto their iPads? 
No, children cannot download any content onto their iPad. Games will not be installed by school unless they have a clear educational value for all learners (e.g. Times Tables Rockstars which is an engaging app designed to develop children’s instant recall of important times tables facts). 
We cannot afford to pay the monthly fee, will my child miss out? 
No. We have an amount of iPads that are able to be used in class by children.  Unfortunately, these will be unable to be taken home at the end of the day.  If you have any finance related questions, please do get in contact.  
Can we download apps onto the iPad for our child? 
Not at this stage. The iPad must remain an educational tool used to enhance learning. Whilst we understand the educational value that some additional apps might bring, we wish to keep the number of apps used on the school iPads to a minimum so that the apps installed can have a long lasting impact on specific aspects of learning. 
Will my child be disadvantaged by not having an iPad at home when homework is set? 
No, we continue to set homework with the option to complete it in more than one way. We are listening to your comments around notifications (e.g. on Seesaw) and the impact that these can have on family life and will develop our strategy on this matter.
Does my child have free access to the whole of the internet by using the Safari app? 
No, the iPads have a school managed adult content filter and we are building a list of ‘blacklisted’ websites to further safeguard children against inappropriate content. 
Are the children learning in a less creative way now that they all have an iPad? 
No, the iPad enhances an already broad, balanced and rich curriculum. As a school, we are fully committed to traditional methods of teaching where they enable children to learn well. Children will continue to paint, build, write, be active and develop their speaking and listening skills. Their use of iPad will complement these activities where learning can be enhanced through technology. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	Child’s name:
	Class:

	We are interested in signing up for the scheme 


	We are NOT interested in the scheme 
Because...


	We would like to be contacted to discuss this further. 
Contact number…
Email address…
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